Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 7

making sure the schools work. If you're run-
ning corporate America, you have a responsi-
bility to tell the truth and to treat your share-
holders and employees with dignity and re-
spect.

Perhaps the most vivid example about
what I'm talking about, about serving some-
thing greater than yourself as part of a cul-
ture of personal responsibility, came on
Flight 93. It’s an important moment, in my
judgment, about what took place on America
on that terrible day.

We had citizens flying across the country.
They were told on the telephone that the
airplane they were on was being used as a
weapon. They told their loved ones goodbye.
They said a prayer—history will show they
said a prayer. A guy said, “Let’s roll.” They
took the plane in the ground.

They sent a clear signal to America that
serving something greater than yourself in
life is an incredibly important part about
being the ultimate American, about serving
our country.

No, when the enemy hit us, they didn't
know who they were hitting. See, out of the
evil done to America is going to come incred-
ible good. The world will be more peaceful.
This country will be able to eliminate—work
to eliminate the pockets of despair.

There’s no question in my mind we face
challenges as a nation. But there’s no ques-
tion in my mind we can overcome them.
After all, this is the finest nation, the greatest
nation, on the face of the Earth.

Thanks for coming to help John. May God
bless you all, and may God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the
Expo Center of New Hampshire at the Holiday
Inn Manchester. In his remarks, he referred to
Kitty Sununu, wife of Representative Sununu;
Kathleen MacLellan Gregg, wife of Representa-
tive Gregg; Texas Supreme Court Justice Priscilla
Owen, whose nomination to be U.S. Circuit Judge
for the Fifth Circuit failed on September 5 when
the Senate Judiciary Committee refused to send
it forward for a vote by the Senate; Miguel A.
Estrada, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit; Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq.
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Statement on the Sniper Attacks in
the Greater Washington Area

October 7, 2002

In recent days we have witnessed a series
of cowardly and senseless acts of violence in
the greater Washington area. I have com-
mitted Federal resources to support the local
law enforcement agencies that are in charge
of the investigation, including FBI profiling
experts and ballistics analysts from the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms.

I have also directed the Departments of
Education and Health and Human Services
to assist the students, teachers, and families
affected by the violence by providing coun-
seling and other community health services.

I applaud the State and local law enforce-
ment officials who are working around the
clock to help solve these heinous crimes and
protect our citizens. Laura and I send our
thoughts and prayers to the victims and their
families.

Executive Order 13275—Creating a
Board of Inquiry To Report on
Certain Labor Disputes Affecting the
Maritime Industry of the United
States

October 7, 2002

Whereas, there exists a labor dispute be-
tween, on the one hand, employees rep-
resented by the International Longshore and
Warehouse Union and, on the other hand,
employers and the bargaining association of
employers who are (1) U.S. and foreign
steamship companies operating ships or em-
ployed as agents for ships engaged in service
to or from the Pacific Coast ports in Cali-
fornia, Oregon, and Washington, and (2) ste-
vedore and terminal companies operating at
ports in California, Oregon, and Washington;
and

Whereas, such dispute has resulted in a
lock-out that affects a substantial part of the
maritime industry, an industry engaged in
trade, commerce, transportation (including
the transportation of military supplies), trans-
mission, and communication among the sev-
eral States and with foreign nations; and
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Whereas, a continuation of this lock-out,
if permitted to continue, will imperil the na-
tional health and safety;

Now, Therefore, by virtue of the author-
ity vested in me by section 206 of the Labor
Management Relations Act, 1947 (61 Stat.
155; 29 U.S.C. 176) (the “Act”), I hereby cre-
ate a Board of Inquiry consisting of such
members as I shall appoint to inquire into
the issues involved in such dispute.

The Board shall have powers and duties
as set forth in title II of the Act. The Board
shall report to me in accordance with the
provisions of section 206 of the Act no later
than October 8, 2002.

Upon the submission of its report, the
Board shall continue in existence in order to
perform any additional functions under the
Act, including those functions set forth in
section 209(b), but shall terminate no later
than upon completion of such functions.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 7, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 8, 2002]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Address to the Nation on Iraq
From Cincinnati, Ohio

October 7, 2002
Thank you all. Thank you for that very gra-

cious and warm Cincinnati welcome. I'm
honored to be here tonight. I appreciate you
all coming,

Tonight I want to take a few minutes to
discuss a grave threat to peace and America’s
determination to lead the world in con-
fronting that threat.

The threat comes from Iraq. It arises di-
rectly from the Iraqi regime’s own actions—
its history of aggression and its drive toward
an arsenal of terror. Eleven years ago, as a
condition for ending the Persian Gulf war,
the Iraqi regime was required to destroy its
weapons of mass destruction, to cease all de-
velopment of such weapons, and to stop all
support for terrorist groups. The Iraqi regime
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has violated all of those obligations. It pos-
sesses and produces chemical and biological
weapons. It is seeking nuclear weapons. It
has given shelter and support to terrorism
and practices terror against its own people.
The entire world has witnessed Iraq’s 11-year
history of defiance, deception, and bad faith.

We must also never forget the most vivid
events of recent history. On September the
11th, 2001, America felt its vulnerability,
even to threats that gather on the other side
of the Earth. We resolved then and we are
resolved today to confront every threat, from
any source, that could bring sudden terror
and suffering to America.

Members of Congress of both political par-
ties and members of the United Nations Se-
curity Council agree that Saddam Hussein
is a threat to peace and must disarm. We
agree that the Iraqi dictator must not be per-
mitted to threaten America and the world
with horrible poisons and diseases and gases
and atomic weapons. Since we all agree on
this goal, the issue is: How can we best
achieve it?

Many Americans have raised legitimate
questions about the nature of the threat,
about the urgency of action—why be con-
cerned now—about the link between Iraq
developing weapons of terror and the wider
war on terror. These are all issues we've dis-
cussed broadly and fully within my adminis-
tration. And tonight I want to share those
discussions with you.

First, some ask why Iraq is different from
other countries or regimes that also have ter-
rible weapons. While there are many dangers
in the world, the threat from Iraq stands
alone because it gathers the most serious
dangers of our age in one place. Iraq’s weap-
ons of mass destruction are controlled by a
murderous tyrant who has already used
chemical weapons to kill thousands of peo-
ple. This same tyrant has tried to dominate
the Middle East, has invaded and brutally
occupied a small neighbor, has struck other
nations without warning, and holds an unre-
lenting hostility toward the United States.

By its past and present actions, by its tech-
nological capabilities, by the merciless nature
of its regime, Iraq is unique. As a former
chief weapons inspector of the U.N. has said,



